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The material from which the following account is derived consisted of 867 bodies. In 20 of these the head, thorax, and abdomen were all opened; in 150 the thorax and abdomen onty; while in the remainder the buboes merely were incised, or the abdomen opened, in order to confirm the diagnosis.
The bodies did not as a rule show any considerable degree of emaciation. There was no marked tendency to decomposition. The expression of the countenance was calm. Rigor mortis was moderate in degree.
In the skin, petechia were sometimes found, and carbuncular swelling up to the size of a erownpiece. When the carbuncles were incised, the cutis was found to be thick, hard, and dense, and the subcutaneous tissue the seat of hemorrhagic infiltration.
The cerebral membranes were always congested, and the sinuses filled with dark-red blood. The pia-mater was oedematous; and in most cases was clouded, especially along the vessels, by a 8rey> gelatinous exudation. Small ecchymoses were scattered here and there in the pia-mater. In the pus, from freshly-opened buboes, small numbers of plague bacilli were usually found, in addition to pus-cocci, especially the staphylococcus pyogenes aureus, and sometimes also the bacterium coli.
Sometimes, however, the pus was sterile, and this was especially the case in suppurating buboes of long duration. In the necrotic glandular masses found in the buboes, the bacillus was usually met with in large numbers.
In the blood from punctured buboes, the presence of the plague bacillus could always be demonstrated by microscopical and bacteriological examination.
In the expectoration, especially when bloody, of 20 patients suffering from bronchitis, the plague bacillus was found on bacteriological examination in 18 cases.
In the saliva, the bacillus was found in 14 out of 18 patients suffering from plague. In the vomit, the presence of the bacillus was demonstrated in 18 out of 20 cases examined. {To be continued.) K
